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Laura and her family
Laura was born in Padua, a lovely, old town in Italy, but now she lives in Germany with her husband and their four children. However, her husband isn’t German, he’s English. He works in the Finance Department of an international company in Stuttgart. Their children are all bilingual. They speak English and Italian, but at home they usually speak Italian, even with their father. And now they’re learning German at school and from their friends. They’re very lucky! 
Laura and her family live in a big, old flat in the middle of Stuttgart, near the park. The flat has got six rooms, a large kitchen and two bathrooms. There’s a livingroom, a dining-room, a small study and three bedrooms. The two boys are twelve and ten and share a bedroom; the two girls are eight and six and share another bedroom. The girls like to share a bedroom, but the boys don’t. 
The children all go to an international school where they use English and German in their classes. There are some other Italian and also some English children at their school, but there are also German, French, Japanese and Swedish children, too. It’s really international! The school isn’t very far from their flat, so Laura’s children can all take their bikes to school. There’s a good school canteen, so they don’t go home for lunch. In the afternoon they can do their homework in small study groups, and then they often have sports activities or music lessons. 
Laura doesn’t go out to work. She wants to take an intensive German course first. Her husband, Douglas, often has meetings in the USA, and then Laura is alone with the children. But that’s not a problem for Laura because she makes friends very easily. She’s already got a small group of international friends from Ireland, Switzerland, Spain, and, of course, Italy, and they often meet for coffee and a chat.


1. What nationality are Laura and her husband? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Where do Laura and her family live now? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What languages do Laura and her family speak? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Have a look at the following statements about Laura and her family. Are they true, false or possible? Read the text again to make sure. 
	
	True
	False
	Possible

	1. Laura and her husband are both from Italy.
	
	
	

	2. Their children were born in England.
	
	
	

	3. Laura’s husband is bilingual.
	
	
	

	4. The family lives in a modern flat in the middle of town.
	
	
	

	5. The two boys like to share a bedroom.
	
	
	

	6. The children only speak German at their new school.
	
	
	

	7. They can have lunch at school.
	
	
	

	8. Laura takes her bike to go shopping.
	
	
	

	9. Douglas can also speak German.
	
	
	

	10. Laura has a Swiss friend.
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